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Norman Beaupre, president of the Biddeford Historical Society, introduces fhe new Museum on the Strests at a dedication at
Memorial Park on Saturday. Below, Rachael Weyand, executive director of the Heart of Biddeford, leads a group on the self guid-

ed historical walking tour.

Want to learn about Biddeford’s history?

Take a walk

By LIZ GOTTHELF
Staff Writer
BIDDEFORD — When was the first allopathic hospital built in
Biddeford, and where was it located? The answer to this can be
found by taking a walk,
The new Museum in the Streets in Biddeford is g historical

walk that highlights 30 different places of historical significance
with placards detailing the history in both English and French and
providing a photo of the site.

The “museum” was honored at a dedication ceremony in front
of a map of the walk on Saturday at Memorial Park, along the
banks of the Saco River where French Explorer Samuel de
Champlain sailed more than 400 years ago.

U.S. Rep. Tom Allen (D- Maine) congratulated the Biddeford
Historical Society and praised them for the walk.

“This kind of identification of historic points of interest in the
city really gives a sense of where Biddeford came from, and
therefore what it is today,” he said.

Mayor Wallace Nutting made reference to the nearby mills,
which were made entirely by human and animal power, and which
he said peaple liken to the pyramids; and the many lives spent to
make manufactured goods that went all over the world.

“We have to be proud of our heritage, and this is a wonderful
way to recognize it,” said Nutting.

The idea for The Museum in the Streets sprang up about two
years ago, when historical society President Dr. Norman Beaupre
was giving a book reading in Waterville and saw the history walk
that Patrick Cardon had designed. Cardon made a presentation to
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Museum
in the
Streets

| “If people won’t
come to the museum,
let’s take it to the
people.”

Thiz stasement by Patrick Cardon describes
his unigque approsch 10 creating public inter-
| et in what museums and historical societies
have to offer within their walls. Maine’s first
| Museum in the Swreets will open in

B Thomasion on Thursday, September 26,

with a walk of the historic #atl that features
the town's history in pictures, starting at the

| Town Office on Knox Street at 2:45 pam. A

reception, hosted by Camden National
Bank, will follow from 4 1o 7 p.m.

The story behind The Museum in the
Streets began in France, where Cardon lived
in the Loire Valley for the past 10 years
while working for the Intemnational Council
of Museums, an advocacy and support
group whose seat iz at UNESCO. Cardon,
who was born in France, lived in Egypt, and

speaks Arabic, French and English, moved
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