it this area. In 1754, General John Winslow's

soddiers amd 1] families settled at Teconnet
Falls, presently Fort Halifax in Winslow, which then
included the west side of the Kennebec, today’s
Waterville. Prior to that time, Native Amencans
migrated through the region during certain seagons.
Omne of their burial grounds was located near U
Lockwaood mills.

By 1777, development was such taan tee (s af
several dams was buili to power sawmills, gmst
mills, and other gmall industrics. A small shipyard,
built in 1794, opersted for the next 56 years on the
present site of the Lockwood Hathaway parking lot.

O Jume 23, 1802, (he west bank of Winslow
was incorporated inte a separate town called
Waperville. Most of s first seulers were of Scoich-
Insh-English descend, bui there were a lew French
Huguenots as well, among them Dr. Siephen
Thayee, It was not until the late 1820 that French-
Canadians from Cuebec came 1o live in Maine,

Tie Museos i THE STREETS" focuses on the
latter, the largesi ethnic minority o seitle in
Waterville during the ['%th and sarly 20th centuries.
The “Museum™ wur will walk you thrpugh the bean
of their community, an arca in the south end of the
l,:il,:r' |,.1:-||1:|.'||:||:|I:|.' called “The Plams,” which runs
from the Lockwood Mills fo the end of Water Strect
and west 1o, but not including, Silver Street. It was
here thgt the earliest French-Canmdian Tentlers
worked, lived, shopped, played, and worshipped.
The was very much a self-contained commuuniny,
with its own French dialect, its kilingual schools, a
vanely of stores, a mavie theater, bars, a sponls cen-
ter, and churches, both Catholic and Protestant.
Among other sites, you will see the original home of
Jean-Baptisie Mathieu — purportedly the firsi
French-Canadian settler in Waterville — ‘and his
wife, Sarah Dosiie, who came here  from
Beauceville, Quebec in 1827 and settled i ther
Waler Siree home m B3]

The 1830 census shows some 20 French-
Canadians (15 of the wown population) living here.
By the time of the Amerscan Civil Wor {early

T 1R60s), their numbers had grown o 544 (12.5%).
In 1851, they built their first Roman Catholic
chureh, St Jehn's, at the cast end of Grove Streed,

o which was replaced some 1wenty years later by the

Thn: English were the first Europeans to inhab-

[*

mew, larger, more centrally located Si Framcis de

=Sales, on Elm Strest, They saw Peter Boldus open

his business in 1862, the first store (0 be operated by
one of their own.

Pricr 1o s |,.=.ar|:,-' 18T0%, owver B5% of
Waterville"s French-speaking population had come
from just two small towns — Beawceville and 51,
Georges de Beauce — but as the Lockwood mills
cxpanded amd mew indusiries Nourished, there was a
veritable rush of immigrants from Quebec coming
down to Waterville to find work and o better life. By
1890, the combined French-Canadian (immigrants)

amd Franco-American (native-bom  descendams).

population had grown to 3,228, or 43% of the city's
population, o percentage which has remained viru-
ally unchanged o this day.

Tue Museum i ™E STREETS® panels
have been generously sponsored by:

THE BOLDUC FamiLy .

CoLey COLLEGE

Cravin axn Kiv HALEE

E. RoGer HALLEE AND JEANKE HALLEE

RoLang AND Joam HALLEE ©

CHARLIE AND JACKIE KELLENBERGER

KENNEREC WALLEY COMMUNITY
ACTION PROGRAM

PEARLEY AND ALICE LACHANCE

MAURICE AN E_".fr;L!':-: MARRACHE
AND THEIR 50K
Fonmie anp Marcgs

Dirs. RossiE asp Lisa MarRRACHE
THE CITY OF WATERVILLE

Tre Musers i e STREETS walking tower
hias been Llrgil:u.-:-,:d h':- the Franco Amencan
]i.,'l'll.ilfll.' Hn:u.'u.:l}' ol Kennehes "r'_'lﬂ-l.!:,' and muide
possible in pan by many contibutions from famidly
menbers of thoss in the photos and citizens of
Waterville. Assistance in funding was made
through the City of Waterville

THE MUSEUM
IN THE' STREETS'

A heritage walking four
af the City of Waterville, Maine.
w

T Musri™ ™ THE, STREETS"
I5 m trademark caned and protecied,
Far infarmation please write fo:
PO, Box 11, Cushing, ME 04583

Welcome to
WATERVILLE
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THE “MAYOR™ OF
WATER STREET

LE "MAIRE" DE WATER
STREET

NOTHE-DAME PARISH

LA PARDISSE
NOTRE-DAME

S0OUTH ENID ARENA 0N
KIMG STREET

S00ITH EMIY AREMA,
SUERE LA KUE KING

HOME OF THE FIRST
FRENUH-UANAIAMN
AETTLER

LA MAISON DU PREMIER
CANADIEN-FRANCAIS DE
WATERVILLE

THE SECOND BAPTIST
CHURCH

LA SECOND BAPTIST
CHURCH

TROLLEY LINES
IN WATERVILLE
LE TRAMWAY A
WATERVILLE



